University of Massachusetts Boston

Vision Studies

Distance Education Readiness Check List
In order to participate successfully in the Distance Education Program for TVI, O&M or VRT studies, you must be independent and resourceful in using technology.  To be sure you have the necessary equipment and skills; we ask that you complete the following checklist prior to your acceptance into the program.  We highly recommend that you invest in a thumb drive or external hard drive to frequently back up files.
Computer and Operating System

I own or have access to a( computer with a current version of Windows operating system and internet access for the duration of the course/program. 
I understand that the Apple operating system will not be able to access parts of the coursework.  If I am using a Mac, I will need to use Boot Camp to partition the computer to be able to use Windows. I understand that using Boot Camp is different than using Apple’s Parallels program. I understand this will require me to purchase a Windows program for the partitioned Mac.  
   I understand installation of additional software will be required for some courses. I have administrative rights to install additional software on my computer.
Browser:

I have completed a browser tune up on my computer 

I have set up my browser 

I have the following browser: ____________ version: ___________

Programs:

I have installed Microsoft Word (required by the Vision Studies Program)

PowerPoint (included in Microsoft Office)

I have completed the three steps for computer setup
 

(http://boston.umassonline.net (Setup your computer for Blackboard 

I have downloaded the following programs on my computer: 

Adobe Reader

Macromedia Flash 
Macromedia Shock Wave 
Quicktime 
Real Player

 Windows Media Player, Version 9 or higher
Blackboard Vista:

· I have completed the Getting Started and Blackboard Tour under the Blackboard Guide for Students. https://www.umb.edu/it/getting_services/support_for_online_courses_blackboard/blackboard_learn_9_student_support 
·  I have installed the latest version of Java (per results of the browser checkup)

·  I have completed the above check list and am ready for my first course.
Print name: _______________________________

Signature: ________________________________     Date: ______________________
Fax to Vision Studies Program, 617-287-7727
Information to Complete the Technology Checklist

In order to successfully participate in the University of Massachusetts Boston Vision Studies program, a student must have a working computer with a current version of Windows operating system, Microsoft Word and internet access.  We highly recommend high-speed internet connection (DSL or cable) as that will make your online learning experience much smoother.

To verify that you have Windows 2000 or higher, locate the MY COMPUTER icon on your desktop.  Right-click on the icon one time with your mouse pointer.  A window will appear listing information about the operating system.  If the MY COMPUTER icon is not visible on your desktop, select the START menu, then MY COMPUTER.  Choose VIEW SYSTEM INFORMATION from the list of choices on the left.  (Note: If you are using the keyboard instead of the mouse, pressing Alt Enter on My Computer will achieve the same results.)

Most of the programs that you need to participate in Blackboard Vista are available for free download.  However, we do require that you use Microsoft Word for submission of most assignments.  If you do not already own this program, Microsoft Office Student & Teacher (which includes Word and PowerPoint as well as other applications) can be obtained at a heavily discounted rate through a variety of outlets including the UMass bookstore.  Microsoft Word is required. 

Guides for Successful Learning at UMass Boston http://www.umb.edu/it/services_detail/blackboard_student_support/
This is the place to begin your introduction to Blackboard Vista.  It includes the Blackboard Vista 8.0.3 Requirements and Browser Settings.  It will lead you to all the necessary downloads to complete this checklist and to the Blackboard Guide for Students (http://bbstudents.wikispaces.umb.edu).  Take some time to explore this good introduction to using the Blackboard Vista platform which is the basis for all of our classes.  

Browser Tune-up and Browser Set up: http://umb.edu/index.php/it/services_detail/786/
Click on the link for the browser check and follow instructions to resolve any issues indicated in the results.
Program Downloads

The following programs are available for free download.  You should load them on your computer now for use during your classes:

JAVA

Adobe Reader

Macromedia Flash 

Macromedia Shock Wave 

Quicktime 

Real Player

Windows Media Player, Version 9 or higher

