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Conference at a Glance 
 
Wednesday, November 13th 

8:45 - 11:45 Conference Workshop   
8:00 - 5:00 Registration 

12:30 - 1:00 Welcome & Opening Remarks (Mt. Lincoln) 
1:00 - 2:00 Keynote Address, Dorinda Rife 
2:00 - 2:30 Break (check-in) 
2:30 - 3:30 Concurrent Sessions 
3:45 - 4:45 Concurrent Sessions 
5:00 - 6:00 Board Reception (Mt. Adams) 
6:00 - 8:00 Awards Banquet (Mt. Lincoln) 

 

Thursday, November 14th 
7:00 - 9:00 Breakfast (Mt. Lincoln) 
8:00  - 9:00 NE/AER Business Meeting & Raffle 
8:30  - 4:00 Exhibits Open (Mt. Adams) 
9:15  - 10:15 Concurrent Sessions 

10:30  - 12:00 Concurrent sessions 
12:00  - 1:30 Lunch (Mt. Lincoln) 
12:30  - 1:30 Division Meetings 
1:30  - 3:00 Concurrent sessions 
3:00  - 4:30 Break & Vendor Raffle (Mt. Adams) 
3:00    - 4:30 Poster Sessions 
4:30  - 5:30 Concurrent sessions 
5:30 -  Night on the Town! 

 

Friday, November 15th 
7:00 - 9:00 Breakfast (Mt. Lincoln) 
7:00  - 7:45 Yoga in the Dark 
8:00  - 9:00 Division Meetings 
9:15 - 10:15 Concurrent Sessions 

10:15  - 10:45 Break 
10:45  - 11:45 Concurrent Sessions 
11:45 - 1:00 Closing Keynote, Randy Pierce 
   State Basket Raffle (Mt. Lincoln) 
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From the Chapter President 
 

Thank you for joining us at this year’s NE/AER Annual Conference, Beyond All Limits!  As a 

profession, you all work ‘beyond your limits’ to provide the services to kids and adults living 

with vision loss/blindness every day.  I hope this conference can provide you with new 

information, from the many sessions that are offered throughout the three days as well as the 

vendor session on Thursday, that can inform the work you do every day.  Conferences also 

provide a great opportunity for networking. We have so many wonderful and knowledgeable 

people in our chapter!  I hope you can meet some new people and enjoy connecting with those 

you have known, sharing information and stories of your work, and supporting one another 

both here at the conference and throughout the year.  I also hope you can enjoy NH’s North 

Country while you are here.  There are many wonderful shops and restaurants literally right out 

the hotel’s front door!  And the scenery can’t be any better, with walking and hiking trails all 

around. 

 

This year’s conference couldn’t have happened without the work of many people.  Please join 

me in thanking the following for the work they did to bring you this great conference: 

Conference Co-Chairs – Cheryl Gannon, Becky Berk, Nancy Druke; Program Committee: 

Callie Brusegaard, Virginia Goodman; Host Committee – Cheryl Gannon; Registration 

Committee: Callie Brusegaard; Vendor Committee – Denise Caruso; Accessibility 

Committee – Claudia Libis; Raffle Committee – Peggy Scholl, Kimberly Callan, Marcia 
Emerson, Debbie Gross; CEU Committee – Nancy Sharon. 
 

While you are here, I hope you enjoy the variety of sessions, other attendees and spending 

some time in northern NH. 

Have a great conference, 

Nancy Druke 

NE/AER President 
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NE/AER Leadership 
Board of Directors 
 
President 
Nancy Druke 
 
Past President 
Rishi Connelly 

Treasurer  
Lori Cornelius 

      
  
 
President-Elect  
Faith Horter     

 
Secretary 
Eric Shaw  
 
 

Board Members at 
Large: 
Kathy Bagley 
Claudia Libis 
Sharon Marie 
Regina Mattrella 

Cindy Reed-Brown 
Hana Boxerman 
Catherine Summ 
Stephanie Carmichael 
Evelyn Furey 
Tom Miller 

 

  
Visit us at: www.nercve.org/neaer  

Facebook: NEAER 
Twitter@NEAERBOD 
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Our Divisions 
 

Administration & Leadership: Vacant 

Aging: Hana Boxerman  

Education Curriculum and Itinerant Personnel:  Michele 
Zordan & Jean Blakeslee 

Information & Technology: Chris Jarosz & Arthur Gould 

International Services & Global Issues: Callie Brusegaard 

Low Vision Rehabilitation:  Karen Shane Cote 

Multiple Disabilities & Deaf-blind and Infant & Preschool: 
Mary Johns & Dennis Gallant 

Neurological Visual Impairment: Vacant 

Orientation & Mobility: Meg Robertson 

Personnel Preparation: Laura Bozeman 

Physical Activity & Recreation: Michele Mason & Aisha 
Hixon 

Psychosocial Services: Adele Geringer 

Rehabilitation Counseling/ Employment: John McMahon 

Vision Rehabilitation Therapy: Melinda Underwood & Aisha 
Hixon 
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Conference Committees 
 
Conference Chairs   
Nancy Druke, Co-Chair 
Cheryl Gannon, Co-Chair      

 
Becky Berk, Co-Chair 

Conference Host Committee 
Cheryl Gannon, Co-Chair    

Conference Program Committee 
Callie Brusegaard, Co-Chair Virginia Goodman, Co-Chair 
 
Registration Committee 
Callie Brusegaard, Chair         

Exhibits Committee 
Denise Caruso, Chair     

Accessibility Committee 
Claudia Libis, Chair   
 
Continuing Education Committee 
Nancy Sharon, Chair 
 
Prizes and Raffles 
Peggy Scholl, Co-Chair   Marcia Emerson, Co-Chair  
Kimberly Callan, Co-Chair   Debbie Gross, Co-Chair



Thanks!   
 
A very special thank you to our sponsors 
and donors for their generosity and support. 
 
Future In Sight, Concord, NH 

Accessibyte, https://www.accessibyte.com  

Perkins School for the Blind, Watertown, MA 

University of Massachusetts Boston, Vision Studies 

Program, Boston, MA 

North Conway Grand Hotel, North Conway, NH 

Zeb’s General Store, North Conway, NH 

White Mountain Gourmet Coffee, Epsom, NH 

McQuesten Farm, Litchfield, NH 

Celtics Tickets (Anonymous) – proceeds donated to 

scholarships to attend future NE/AER conferences 
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12  
5:00pm   NE/AER Board Meeting  
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

8:45 – 11:45  Conference Workshops 
Mt. 
Adams
   

Accommodating hearing loss in vision rehabilitation 
practice: An Experiential Dual Sensory Loss Workshop - 
Katharina Echt, PhD 

                     Despite knowledge that the aging patient population is rapidly expanding 
and awareness that comorbid vision and hearing impairment is common 
among older adults, integrated approaches to care management remain 
limited. This experiential interactive workshop will provide attendees with 
an understanding and discussion of: (1) common forms of age-related 
hearing impairments and their functional impacts, as well as approaches to 
rehabilitation for hearing loss; (2) co-occurring vision and hearing 
impairment (dual sensory impairment, DSI), it’s functional impacts, 
interactions, and rehabilitation implications and challenges;  (3) key non-
sensory factors that impact rehabilitation outcomes, including age-related 
cognitive decline, diminished manual dexterity, and health literacy; and (4) 
clinical considerations, patient-centric strategies, guidelines and 
interdisciplinary approaches for accommodating geriatric patients with dual 
sensory loss. Pertinent research evidence, resources and tools will be 
described. Immersive experiential activities will illustrate and emphasize 
whole-person patient-centered clinical approaches for accommodating the 
needs of patients with dual sensory loss. A resource guide for 
accommodating the needs of this patient population will be provided. 
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Mt. 
Pierce 

Painting with Visual Twists – Maureen Army, COMS/CLVT 

 Let’s explore painting with a visual impairment. This session involves 
hands-on painting using adaptive techniques and improvisation! Painting 
supplies/simulators will be provided. Please wear old clothes. We’ll use 
non-toxic acrylic paint but doesn’t come off clothes.  Paintings revealed at 
the end of the session and discussion throughout! 

             
 
Mt. 
Jefferson  

Finding Wheels: Strategies to Build Independent Travel 
Skills for those with Visual Impairments – Anne Corn, EdD 

 The new edition of "Finding Wheels" is designed for travelers who are 
learning to be independent travelers. Topics include but are not limited 
to: becoming responsible for one's own transportation, using new 
technologies; accepting, refusing, and asking for rides; bartering and 
budgeting for rides; and solving problems while in transit. 

 
 

11:00 – 5:00   REGISTRATION 
Ballroom Foyer 

12:30 – 2:00   WELCOME & OPENING KEYNOTE 
Mt. 
Lincoln   New England Walls - Dorinda Rife, MA, CLVT, COMS 
 The New England landscape is dotted with low stone walls. They remind 

me of my journey as a teacher-leader. Early in my life, I began picking up 
bits of information that gradually formed into wisdom I could apply to my 
professional life. The leadership stones I have collected have been 
foundational in improving my skills and helping me focus my intentions. 
This keynote is about those stones, the wisdom they hold, and their 
collective strength as a New England wall. Most importantly, it is about the 
stones you have picked up, the ways you have arranged them, and ways 
you can applying their teachings in your current and future positions. 
 

 
 
2:00 – 2:30     Break (check-in) 
 
 

2:30 – 3:30     CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
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Mt. 
Pierce   Keynote Follow-up - Dorinda Rife, MA, CLVT, COMS 
 Explore the concept of leadership stones in this break-out 

session designed to help teacher-leaders identify and form 
their expertise and experience into their own unique 
leadership stones. Dorinda will share a few of her own 
stories and lead activities to further examine the power each 
of us has to develop the wisdom inside of us.  
 

 
Mt. 
Monroe 

O is for Orientation; R is for Robot – Cheryl Gannon, COMS 

 Looking for a fun and engaging way to teach orientation concepts and 
skills to kids? Botley the robot to the rescue! Come and meet Botley, a 
mainstream toy designed to teach computer coding skills, and learn how 
he can be re-purposed to teach spatial concepts, directionality, route-
planning, obstacle negotiation, map-reading and more. Be creative in 
developing activities and unleash your students' creativity and problem-
solving skills to come up with fun games and activities while developing 
essential concepts they will use in their own travel.  
 

Mt. 
Adams  

Eccentric-viewing training for reading: does it transfer to 
improved balance in the visually impaired? – Hana 
Boxerman 

 Fixation stability is often compromised in central vision loss. Researchers 
have found stationary fixations to have a stabilizing affect on postural 
sway. The purpose of this research was to quantify improvements in 
fixation stability and determine if there was an improvement in 
balance/posture after participation in an eccentric viewing training 
program.  

 
Mt. 
Jefferson  

Gamification of Education for BVI Students based on 
Core & Expanded Core and each student’s IEP – Marty 
Schultz 

 ObjectiveEd provides games that teach visually impaired pre-K through 
12th grade students skills outlined in Core Curriculum & ECC, tied to the 
goals and objectives of each student’s IEP. You will learn why students 
acquire skills faster and achieve objectives sooner by “gamify-ing” 
education. 
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3:45 – 4:45   CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
 
Mt. 
Monroe   

Screening Tools: Valuable Assessment Information for 
Students with CVI – Ellen Mazel 

 There are several screening tools used today by medical and 
educational professionals to help to identify children with CVI. This 
identification is essential to begin the process of referral: gaining a 
medical diagnosis, beginning an educational assessment and providing 
appropriate program planning. These tools can help set up a 
collaborative framework for the medical, family and school-based team 
to consider the whole child. This collaboration considers ocular 
conditions that often co-exist with CVI and help to determine how CVI 
impacts individuals. 

 
Mt. 
Jefferson  

AMD's: Beyond the White Cane – Connor Kelly Kadegis, 
Brenda Gaffney Larkin 

 Delve deeper into the varying types of Alternative Mobility devices 
including their pros, cons, potential uses, and how to create them for a 
low cost. We’ll also be discussing ways to make modifications to 
existing physical support devices in order to increase safety, 
awareness of surroundings, and for identification purposes. 
 

Mt. 
Cleveland  

Help! I've fallen and I can't get up! A provider’s journey 
with fall prevention and falls reporting! – Kelli Jaroz, Chris 
Jaroz, Amber Vaillancourt 

 Fall Prevention! Falls Assessment! Falls Report! Interventions! Learn 
about our journey to developing a fall assessment program that 
benefits clients and meets facility and surveyor guidelines and 
requirements! 
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Mt. 
Pierce  

Tech Skills for the College Bound Student – Adrienne 
Shoemaker, Andrea Bilello 

 With ongoing advances in mainstream and assistive technology, the 
technology skills high school student who are blind need to acquire prior to 
graduate also continue to increase and change. This presentation includes a 
brief overview of current research about the essential skills and tools related 
to the use of assistive technology by high school students who are blind, 
presents practical examples of technology skills and tools present high 
students are learning and feel are important, and sharing input from adults 
who are blind about the technology skills they feel are the most essential to 
be successful in college and the workforce.  

 
5:00 – 6:00    Board Reception Cocktails (cash bar)  
Mt. Adams 
 
6:00 – 8:00   Dinner/Awards Banquet 
Mt. Lincoln 
 
 
 
 
 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
7:00 – 9:00   BREAKFAST 
Mt. Lincoln 
 
8:00 – 9:00  NE/AER BUSINESS MEETING & RAFFLE 
Mt. Lincoln    
8:00 – 5:00     REGISTRATION DESK OPEN    

8:30 – 4:30    VENDOR EXHIBITS OPEN 
Mt. Adams 
 
       

9:15 – 10:15 CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 
Mt. 
Lincoln   

How Contrast, Lighting, and Filters can Help Students in 
the Classroom – Laura Zierer, Justine Taylor 
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 This presentation will focus on lighting and filters for use in the 
classroom or workplace. Contrast and filter options to customize iOS 
and Android devices, computers, and television screens will also be 
discussed. 

 
Mt. 
Jefferson  

The Playground as the Perfect Place for Parents to 
Reinforce Early O&M Skills – Eric Shaw 

 We need parents to be active participants in their children's learning of 
O&M skills. The playground offers a great environment to help reinforce 
these skills while having fun.  This session will go through some 
strategies to help parents be more involved in their children learning 
basic O&M skills. 
 

Mt. 
Monroe  

Beauty Hacks for the Blind: Nail Care – Tina de Araujo 

 This lecture will give anyone interested in learning methods for nail care. 
From cleaning and filing to paint and sparkles, this lecture will leave you 
with a renewed sense of confidence for tackling the nail care questions 
that have come up! Have a student interested in learning and you do not 
know where to begin?  An old pro looking for new tips? This lecture is 
the place for you! Come on by! All are welcome to this fun presentation! 

 
Mt. 
Pierce  

New England Low Vision Presents an Overview and Case 
Studies of Low Vision Wearables – Scott Krug, Bob 
McGillivray 

 Advances in the area of wearable low vision technology are happening at 
an increasingly fast pace. New England Low Vision will provide an 
overview of the low vision technology products and answer your questions. 

 
10:30 – 12:00   CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
 
Mt. 
Pierce   

Words Matter! Strategies for Writing a Meaningful, 
Credible and Effective Report – Nancy Sharon, Karen Ross 

 Learn to write focused and effective reports using practical strategies and 
specific language to communicate student/client needs. This combined 
lecture and hands-on presentation will demonstrate ways to improve the 
clarity, accuracy and credibility of reports which influence important 
decisions about programs, interventions and placements. Bring a laptop 
or tablet and a fully redacted report you have written.  
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Mt. 
Lincoln  

Functional Community Exploration – Stephen Jordan 

 In this presentation, we will discuss the importance of functional 
exploration and the philosophy behind it. We will discuss the impact on 
self-esteem, self-advocacy, travel skills, and job placement. Through 
detailed examples, we will examine the preparation involved, how to 
choose the correct location, research the overall area, and improve 
functional life skills. Through firsthand accounts, attendees will examine 
why some events did not work, why some were great, and why some 
were life changing. These events include dining out, attending the 
movies, attending sporting events, and use of public transportation. The 
presentation will conclude with a powerful case study, followed by 
personal reflections and commentary from loved ones, guardians, and 
Vision Specialists. 
 

Mt. 
Jefferson  

SCANNING FOR LIFE – Aisha Hixon, Karen Cote, Sarah 
Nichols 

 In this interactive session, Karen, Aisha and Sara will discuss the actual 
skills required for scanning, how to scan with limited fields and ways to 
apply scanning in the daily lives of individuals who have low vision. We 
utilize this skill throughout many independent tasks without knowing it! 
Join us for hands on opportunities to experience and explore how 
scanning strategies can benefit our consumers with low vision. 

 
Mt. 
Monroe  

BrailleBlaster will Blow your Mind – William Freeman and 
Stephanie Bissonette 

 BrailleBlaster is a FREE, revolutionary, new tool for any transcriber who 
needs to produce high quality, braille materials, quickly and efficiently. In 
this presentation you receive an overview of how to use the software.  

 
12:00 – 1:30     LUNCH  (in Exhibit Area) 
 Seating with tables is in Brenton, adjacent to the exhibit area 
 
12:30 – 1:30     DIVISION MEETINGS 
Mt. Monroe  Physical Activity & Recreation 
Mt. Jefferson  Low Vision/Information & Technology 
Mt. Pierce  Vision Rehabilitation Therapy/Aging  
Mt. Cleveland  Personnel Preparation/ International Services 
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1:30 – 3:00   CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
 
Mt. 
Lincoln   

The CVI Umbrella: Forging a Community of Ideas – Matt 
Tietjen 

 Is it "cortical" or "cerebral?" Should we say "difficulty with visually-guided 
reach" or "optic ataxia?" "Difficulty with Complexity of Array" or 
"Simultanagnosia?" This presentation will answer none of these 
questions. Instead, we will explore the overlap between the rich variety 
of terms, ideas, approaches and strategies for supporting children with 
CVI - from both the "cortical" and "cerebral" perspectives.  Emphasis will 
be on understanding the overlap and seeing the common ground 
between these two perspectives with the goal of deepening our 
understanding of CVI. 

 
Mt. 
Jefferson 

Paratransit, Mobility & You: The Road to Success – Jane 
Rosen, Anna Kosterski 

 What does use of public transportation really mean? Is independent 
travel an all or nothing skill? What is the responsibility of the transit 
authority, COMS and traveler? Let’s talk about and share how to build 
relationships and skills for success! 
 

Mt. 
Pierce 

Emergency Preparedness – Brenda Dootz, Aisha Hixon 

 We have a responsibility to assist our clients in feeling safe and 
prepared for potential emergencies. During this session we will consider 
the implications of visual impairment on emergency preparedness. 
Learn how to assess for emergency preparedness, develop action plans 
with clients, and have resources for affordable emergency kits supplies. 

 
Mt. 
Monroe 

Blind Coding Academies: Overcoming Accessibility 
Barriers – Anthony Candela 

 Prepare blind students to overcome or mitigate barriers faced in 
mainstream coding classes. Barriers include inaccessible text editors and 
classroom materials, “cultural” or attitudinal resistance, and a variety of 
performance issues. Teach students how to mitigate or work around these 
barriers; acquire introductory coding experience; and hone related social 
and career-related skills. 
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3:00 – 4:30      POSTER SESSIONS & VENDOR RAFFLE 
Foyer   Camp Inter-Actions – Debbie Gross 

CVRT Career Survey – Aisha Hixon, Cassandra Diplock 
The Effect of Fixation Stability on Balance in Older Adults with and 
without Age-Related Macular Degeneration using the Cave Automated 
Virtual Environment – Olivia Souiad, Caitlin Murphy, Jocelyn Faubert, Olga 
Overbury 
Itinerant Safety: Ideas to Consider for Agencies and Employees-on-the-
Go – Melinda Underwood, Mackenzie Breen 
The Road to College:  Scaffolding Readiness for Independence in 
College by Senior Year – Leslie Thatcher, Kate Katulak 
When You Can’t Believe Your Eyes: Vision Loss and Personal Recovery 
– Hannah Fairburn 
Map it Out – Allison Zocchi 
 
 
  

 

 

4:30-5:30   CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
 
Mt. 
Monroe  

Perkins Pre-Employment Program: Four years later, 
where are they now? – Courtney Wescott, Emily Cantillon, 
Kristen Clark 

 In 2015 research began that discovered the staggering unemployment 
rates for adults who are visually impaired. In 2016 the Pre-Employment 
Program was piloted as a ten session, alternating Saturday program, 
after two years of implementation and consistent review, the program 
evolved and is now offered as a week-long residential program. 
February 2020 will be our third offering of the new, residential model of 
the PEP. 
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Mt. 
Lincoln  

Self Defense: No Vision Required – Laura Bozeman 

 Personal safety is an important issue for all people regardless of physical 
capabilities.  With a nation-wide increase in crime in the United States, 
Millicent Collingsworth (1996) reports “three out of every four visually 
impaired people will be, or have been assaulted in their lifetimes”.  That 
figure is fifteen times the assault statistics for the general population. The 
key is to avoid becoming a victim. 
 

Mt. 
Pierce 

Team Transition: Experience Reality on the Go – Amber 
Mooney, Fran Kelley 

 As students approach their final year of high school, what’s next?  Do they 
have what it takes for college?  Can they master not just the tech, but the 
social aspect, and the barrage of the workload?  Or is it the workforce that 
is the next step?  Do they know the world of work, finances, and 
independence?  All this is through real life experiences in real time.  The 
Iris Network EmpowerME for Transition Program flushes that all out with a 
team approach that focuses on the needs of the client while preparing 
them for the next step when they leave.  Come find out how and what 
makes this program work for you! 
 

 
Mt. 
Jefferson  

The Smart Choice May Be the Dumb Phone! – Steven 
Kelley  

 Smartphones are not THE ONLY communications choices these days, 
but you may not know that by talking to a salesperson at a cellular store. 
This session will review other options that may be simpler to use and 
get the task of making and receiving a call more efficient. We will also 
look at making calls on smart speakers, “Alexa, call 847-784-2831.” 

 
 
5:30 -  Night on the Town! 
 
7:30 
Mt. 
Lincoln 

Escape Room by Mystery NH 

 Set in a Polynesian theme, Tohua Island is a fun, social, 
mobile team building game for all ages. The goal of the game is to find 
and return the missing tikis to calm the god of weather, Tāwhirimātea. 
There is still time to register – stop by the registration table ($20) 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
 
7:00 – 9:00     BREAKFAST  
Brenton 
 
7:00 – 7:45     YOGA IN THE DARK (Mt. Cleveland) 
 
8:00 – 9:00  REGISTRATION DESK OPEN 
 
8:00 – 9:00     DIVISION MEETINGS 
Mt. Monroe  PsychoSocial Services/ Rehab Counseling 
Mt. Jefferson  Education Curriculum/ Itinerant Personnel / Infant & 

Preschool 
Mt. Pierce  Neurological Visual Impairment  
Mt. Adams  Multiple Disabilities & Deaf-blind / Orientation and Mobility 
    
9:15 – 10:15  CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
 
Mt. 
Monroe  

Collaborative Advocacy – Tom Miller 

 This interactive session will look at ways in which vision professionals 
can work with families and other team members to utilize the IEP to 
collaboratively and effectively advocate for appropriate educational and 
transition services. 
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Mt. 
Jefferson  

Using Simulation Software to Teach Individuals How to 
Deal with Uncontrolled Crossings – Laura Zierer and 
Stephanie Bisonette 

 APH is excited to debut a software program that provides instructions 
and simulations to help you prepare your students for crossings with no 
traffic control. Come and experience simulation exercises and, learn 
about a process for instruction that you can use with your students! 
 

Mt. 
Adams 

Strategies for Communicating with a Dual Sensory 
Impairment: A Group Training Approach – Hana 
Boxerman 

 The dual sensory loss communication strategies group program 
currently offered at the Lethbridge-Layton-Mackay Rehabilitation Centre 
in Montreal focuses on teaching strategies to clients with hearing and 
vision loss so that they can overcome the challenges of communicating 
in various environments and situations.  Role playing scenarios that are 
specific to each participant’s situation are integrated into the program. 

 
Mt. 
Pierce 

Does My Student's Chromebook Do That? – Allie Futty 

 It is the first day of school, you walk into a new classroom, and surprise! 
Your student with a visual impairment has an activity to complete on the 
Chromebook!  Now what?  Can I use a screen reader? Is there a 
magnification? What about a high contrast mode? Will it work with 
refreshable braille?  Is it switch accessible?  Have no fear! This session will 
demystify the Chromebook accessibility conundrum and offer practical 
strategies to make the Chromebook work for many learners. 

 
10:15 – 10:45     Break 
 
10:45 – 11:45   CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
 
Mt. 
Adams  

Coloring Complexity: Color as an enduring visual support 
from Phase 1 through Phase III – Matt Tietjen 

 The need for color as a visual support for children with CVI is closely 
related to their difficulty with visual complexity.  Learn why and explore 
creative use of color as a visual support for children in all phases of CVI. 
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Mt. 
Monroe  

Design of Bike Lanes and Shared Paths What are the 
Impacts on O&M? – Meg Robertson 

 More and more bike accommodations are being built to increase multi 
model transportation options.  This is a new development for the US.  
This presentation will discuss and raise awareness of the issues that will 
impact Peds who have low vision or blind and COMS's teaching 
methods.  What do residents and COMS need to know when these 
projects are being developed for their communities?  Protected bike 
lanes/shared used paths, conflicts at street crossings, education of 
bicyclists, will be discussed. 
 

Mt. 
Jefferson  

It's Just Fun, Right? A look at the value of physical 
activity and recreation in Individuals lives – Aisha Hixon 
and Michele Mason 

 We all enjoy some "down time" in our day to day life. Let's discuss the 
value of being actively engaged in recreation and physical activity. 
Michele and Aisha will be discussing some of the findings from sports 
education programming in Maine, as well as touching on documentation 
identifying the importance of active living. Maybe we will even move a 
little! 

 
Mt. 
Pierce  

Maximizing Productivity of Blind Students in the Connected 
Classroom – Joe Zimba and Kate Morrow 

 This session will demonstrate various scenarios students can employ for 
completing and submitting assignments with the BrailleNote Touch +, the 
most powerful “Braille Notetaker” available today.  
 

11:45 – 1:00   CLOSING KEYNOTE & State Basket 
Raffle 
Mt. 
Lincoln   Reaching Our Peak Potential – Randy Pierce 
 Randy Pierce is a captivating motivational speaker who draws upon his life 

experiences to inspire, entertain, and teach. Randy creates a powerful 
connection to his audience through unique viewpoints on the adventures 
and challenges of a man who chose a life filled with incredible adventure-
laden experiences despite his being suddenly stricken with a neurological 
disease rendering him blind at age 22. Participants experience the highs, 
lows, and problem-solving techniques used to convert adversity into 
methods of achieving our peak potential.  

 


