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NEAER NEWS
[image: ]KEEPING OUR PROFESSIONAL FAMILY cLOSEMessage From The President: Faith Horter 				
Good afternoon to all on this hot and breezy July afternoon.  It is hard to believe July is almost over! 
2020 has proven to be a wild and crazy year.  It came it with the promise of ‘fun’ utilizing all the quippy little slogans we, as vision professionals, could play off: ”Class of 2020, We’ve Got The Vision”, “Seeing 20/20 Does Not Mean You Have Perfect Vision”, and the most ironic: “Our Future is Clear in 2020”.
In February we began to ask, “Is the future clear?” and by mid-March, the world was shutting down.  Whether a Low Vision Practitioner, COMS, Rehab Teacher or TVI – everything changed.  Some of us predicted it would only last for a few weeks.  By mid-April, we had to admit we were wrong.  
It has been an exhausting time as we all have been asked to come up with different ways to serve our clients.  It has been an isolating time as we have had to distance ourselves from colleagues, family, and friends.  It has been a sad time as we watch family and friends become sick or die.  
I have always known my family and friends were important to me. This pandemic, however, has made me see just how important my ‘vision colleagues’ are as well.  We are a relatively small group and there are ‘professionals’ out there that say the digital age makes the need for our services obsolete.  You and I know that this is incredibly false!  We are very necessary and when we ban together, we are a voice that can be heard!  
Let us take this time of uncertainty and turn it into one where we, as NEAER, grow stronger, together!  Let us come up with ways to keep our professional family ‘in touch’ through


Sad News

[image: ] On July 2nd, former NEAER Board Member, Kerry Krieger Clifford, lost her battle with cancer.  She was a passionate TVI, COMS & CVI expert.  She won the 2017 NEAER Award for Excellence in Direct Service to Children with a Vision Impairment.  Kerry was friendly and had a warm sense of humor.  We are grieved by her passing and extend our sympathy to her VT family, friends, & coworkers.

Goodbye….and Hello!
The changing of the NEAER guard officially occurred on July 1st.  So, it is time to say a few goodbyes and hellos!
Goodbye to Eric Shaw, our past secretary, who exited the board at the end of his term.  Eric, thank you for your dedication to NEAER and we hope to have you back in the future!
Goodbye to the following Board Members at Large: Kathy Bagley, Sharon Marie, and Regina Mattrella. We thank you for your contributions!  We will still see Regina, since she is the chair of the Membership Committee (a non-voting position).
Welcome to Allie Futty and Melissa Mabee!  These names are not new as Allie has been a presenter at NEAER for several years and won the Robert McCulley Rising Star Award in 2019. Melissa was one of the conference chairs for our last conference in Rhode Island.  We are excited to welcome both of you!
Titles have changed for a few of our board members. Judi Lambert and Nancy Sharon have served the board for years as committee chairs and are now voting Board Members at Large. Cindy Reed-Brown is our new secretary. Nancy Druke is now Past President and Callie Brusegaard is our new President-Elect.  Congratulations and thank you to all!

[image: ]Mystical Connections 2020 Conference Update 
Due to unforeseen circumstances related to COVID-19, the fall 2020 conference will be postposed to November 3-5, 2021. It will still be held at the Hilton in Mystic, CT and we are excited about the activities we have planned.  We look forward to seeing everyone there!
Call for papers will continue to be accepted until early spring 2021. 

President’s message, cont. 
sharing ideas, resources, & goals. Feel free to share any, and all ideas you would like the board to consider as we move toward finishing 2020 on a positive note. I look forward to this journey with you!






 
That’s all to share for now, except….
We need a newsletter editor!  
I know there are many creative members out there that could take this on.   
Please consider volunteering alone or a coworker to keep our NEAER family informed!  
Contact me, Faith Horter, at info.neaer@gmail.com.	


What else?
[image: ]
Congratulations to Annmarie (NVI Division Chair from New Hampshire) and Jonathan Isacco on the birth of Ilene Hope Isacco. 
Ilene was born on April 2, 2020, weighing 7 lbs. 13 oz. and measuring 21” long.  Hard to believe she is 4 months already!  We look forward to future pictures, Annemarie! [image: A picture containing text, clock, small, laying  Description automatically generated]
[image: A person sitting on a table  Description automatically generated] [image: ]
Even with COVID craziness, wedding bells will be ringing for Aisha Hixon (VRT & Rec Division Chair from Maine) on August 28th! She and her finance, Alexander Smith, are having a 1920’s “Speak Easy” wedding.  As the days tick down, we wish them calm and safety.				  
Congratulations, Aisha and Alexander! 
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